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Renaissance News 
 

 
In-School Events 

4/13-5/22, Annual Ren School  

               Fundraiser 

Thurs. 4/23 Jen’s Ballet Class to  

                the Schnitz 

Thurs. 4/30, Raven’s Magic      

  Sleepover 

Fri. 5/1, Raven’s Magic Dances     

            Up the Sun + Soup &  

            Pajama Day for All 

   Wed. 5/13, Little Mermaid at  

                NWTC, dress up day for   

                Youngers 

   Wed. 5/13, Ren Community  

               Forum (6-8) 

Thur. 7/16, Last Day of School  

            (Learning Celebration 3-5) 

 

 

School Closures 
Mon. 5/25      Memorial Day 

Mon. 7/6        Independence Day  

                        Observed (School 

                        in session July 3rd) 

 

Have an event/story? 

newsletter@portlandrenschool.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 World’s Early History (Abridged) 
In March, the eldest learners performed an original theater 

piece about early civilizations. The crowds went wild. Beginning 

last November, the scholars began working with Andres Alcala 

(Andy) from Northwest Children’s Theater, who provided 

direction and sound for the show. Each elder researched two 

ancient civilizations (one well known, the other obscure), and 

created written pieces that were then cut and formed into a 

script. Along with developing short skits, the scholars also drew 

images that were projected onto the stage, and chose the 

music and sound effects. Togas were worn, battles were fought, 

and aliens were discussed—at length. Thank you again to Andy, 

as well as Chris Hurtt, Jennifer Schuberth and John Urang who 

photographed and filmed the performance. If you didn’t catch 

the live show, see it on Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/122600888. 

  

Food Bank Volunteering: At Capacity, Again! 
Erin Dirks organized another volunteer opportunity for Ren 

families at the Oregon Food Bank. Within a day of asking for 

volunteers, she reported that many more people had 

responded than the food bank could accommodate. If you’d 

like to help organize such an event, please contact Erin at 

erindirks@gmail.com. You can also donate at 

http://www.oregonfoodbank.org/  The Oregon Food Bank 

assists the 20% of Oregon households that are food insecure. 
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Fundraising at Ren 

 

Ren School will be holding its 

annual six-week fundraiser this 

spring, from April 13th –May 

22nd. This year, we will again be 

asking for contributions for 

outdoor learning areas, science 

and tech equipment, and 

tuition assistance, but have also 

added music and marimbas to 

the wish list. 

Last year, a full 64% of children 

received tuition assistance 

through sibling discounts or 

need-based aid. Part of our 

strength as a school comes 

from our ability to offer a Ren 

education to those with a range 

of financial means. Thanks 

again to all who gave last year.  

More information will be sent 

soon, but be sure to look for 

the climbing monkeys that will 

mark our progress. 

  

www.renaissanceschoolportla

nd.org/giving.  

 
fundraising@portlandrenschool.org 

 

 Raven’s Magic Sleepover and Performance 

Again this year, we look forward to the performance of Raven’s 

Magic, our English folk dancers, as they “dance the sun up” on 

May 1st with the adult dance community. In past years, Mary 

has been our dance teacher, helping us prepare several 

English Country dances for this special early morning 

celebration.  She is moving to Ashland and will devote a week 

to helping last year’s performers brush up on a couple of 

dances.  We wish her well and look forward to the times when 

she will visit.  

This year we welcome Dave, another recognized and honored 

dance instructor, who has expertise in teaching and 

calling contra dancing, ECD, Morris, and sword 

dancing.  Dave, a techie by day, is currently teaching a Friday 

elective in contra and Morris.   

The dance team members will spend the night at Ren School 

and rise at 4:30 a.m. to travel to the site, ready to dance by 

5:30, as the sun rises.  All Ren families are invited to join us at 

the celebration. Many of the children will have been up for 

hours by the time they arrive back at school. Hot chocolate, 

cozy pillows, jammies, and a faculty-prepared soup 

smorgasbord for ALL, add to our day.  Watch for more details 

as the date approaches. 

 

Summer Sessions: New! Register by April 30th 

This year, Ren School will offer two, weeklong, summer 

sessions. The first will run from August 3rd-7th and the second 

from August 10th-14th. Classes will take place 8am-2pm, 

Monday-Friday. 

This is outside of our regular school year and will be at a cost 

of $250 per child, per week, or $450 

for both weeks. Like our spring hiatus 

sessions, we ask that children commit 

to the entire week due to the project-

based nature of the curriculum.  

If you plan on attending, please email 

Gwyn Gilkeson by April 30th. We need 

at least ten children to run the camp 

each week. 

castleattheedge@gmail.com 
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Cooper Returns: A Report from High School After Ren 

Cooper graduated from Ren School last summer and is 

about to complete her freshman year at Cleveland High 

School in SE Portland. She has a very special place in our 

school community, being the first to blaze a trail to high 

school.  She returned last month to share her 

experiences and insights with the Dragonflies and 

Mantids.  Her easy manner and personal stories created 

the platform on which to base her advice. 

And what did she say?  Plenty.  But here are five of her main points: 

• Get involved... but don't overload your plate too quickly.  There are plenty of things you 

already love and your will need to learn to balance those with all of the new things that will 

be streaming your way! 

• Do your homework.  You will learn more and your teachers will be impressed! 

• Ask!  If you have a question, ask.  This is YOUR education.... !  Advocate for yourself and 

let the teachers know if you need MORE!  (Imagine that!) 

• Keep your journals tidy... it is easier to find information and sometimes the tests are open-

book, open-note style.  (Now THIS bit of wisdom found immediate effervescence!  Once 

Cooper left, the lessons in our math journals looked exceedingly better organized!) 

• Find your people.  Our Ren community is comfy and supportive.  You will need to take 

active responsibility to build that for yourself in your new school. 

Cooper's messages would make any parent sigh with pride.  She encouraged each of us to 

remember that we are already very strong and know so much, coming from a special foundation... 

Just let it flow, be aware, and engage! 

 
Building and Grounds Update 

At the time of this publication, we are delighted to report on the 

progress of the building and play space.  As we near the end 

stretch of our Occupancy Ordeals, we thank parent/designer 

Jenny Baines and architect Elizabeth Williams for their 

persistence and planning.  Our lights are nearly complete 

upstairs, needing only the sensors prior to inspection.  Thank 

you to Trung for his diligence.  We await the carpet installation 

in a matter of weeks!!   

On our first day back from spring break, all of the children twiddled their thumbs (for effect!) as we 

recounted our whitewater adventures and latest landing... and then flipped the switch to gasp at a 

halo of light above us.  We also paraded from morning meeting past the ballroom windows to 

admire the ironwork installations (fences, arbor, and porch swing, sign post), tin roof shed, the 

cedar planters and their inhabitants, and our very own pirate ship, The Black Tulip.  We thank Don 

and his crew from Garden Gallery Ironworks in Hubbard, and Jeff and Brian Dixon from 

Scio.  Thank you to Nik and Adam for their assistance that soggy day of installation.  It was such a 

pleasure to envision a surprise for our children upon their unsuspecting return.  
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 Faculty Perspective 
Creating Abundance 
By Susan Dunn and Sally Wells 

Extended time... 

Time at Ren is precious and we are fortunate to have it in 

abundance. We have time to create and settle into a 

community that is supportive and engaged.  We have time 

to work out the bumps we hit along the way in work and 

relationships.  We have time to travel, to muse, to reflect, 

and to dig down deep.  We have time for ideas to 

germinate strong roots and for plans to sprout wings for 

full flight.  We have approximately 300 more hours each year than comparison schools.   

Extended year... 

We are here for children's learning… a phenomenon that has no beginning or end, just pause 

points, short bursts in which to breathe and gather energy, and poise again for the next flight…. 

an abundance of time, an abundant world of possibility.  Our year spans September to mid-July, 

offering all sorts of weather and civic opportunities to explore the world around us.  A youngster's 

world is full of inviting doorways… it takes time to explore the potential beyond them! What isn't 

available during one season is often available the next.  Enduring ideas can be observed and 

tested over time and across circumstances and environments when time allows!    

Extended days... 

Our days are extended… We simply aren't finished at the end of the day!  And, after a break for 

dinner and sleep, we often simply slip back in the morning into the work and friendships that 

captivate our imaginations and inspire us.  We begin the day with a 

"soft landing," choosing to extend our assignments, explore new 

materials and ideas, practice or apply our latest skills, chat with friends, 

read a beloved book, write a great novel, work out a gnarly math 

problem… that studio time is ours to spend.   

The days are thick with learning.  Much of our learning is built through 

a social framework as we work collaboratively, talk and share ideas, 

and offer recognition, response, and accolades.  We "layer" our 

learning, thick and deep, extending ideas to test and broaden our 

interpretations, assumptions, and new concepts.  It all takes time.  And 

each day, in our last hour together, we regroup to explore a range of 

questions, materials, tools, and ideas linked to a myriad of electives 

with experts and enthusiasts in their respective fields.  Abundance! 

(Please note that instruction continues from September though mid-July with vigor!  We begin 

formally at 8:15 with morning meeting.  Children are expected to arrive between 7:30 and 8:00 for 

a gentle start.  Our approach to curriculum and learning assumes that we share the values of 

engagement, extension, and the “gift of time.”) 
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    Learner Perspective 

Charlie Muggins Workout Program 
By Javier and Jack T. 

We set out to help Charlie Muggins lose weight with a workout plan.   

Charlie is a four-year old Pomeranian-West Highland White Terrier 

mix.  She was approximately 19 pounds at her highest 

weight.  Unfortunately, Pomeranians have short, thin legs and Westies 

have thick, sturdy bodies.  She got both attributes which is not a good mix and she is prone to 

allergies and is becoming a target for arthritis. Charlie came into the world and our school a cute 

fluff ball that could fit in the palm of your hand.  She became the school constable, looking after 

125 children presently.  But, at about 2.5 years, Charlie found an interest in table scraps and 

gained well over a healthy amount of weight, becoming obese.      

In order to maintain her health, Sally and Susan have taken her to the allergist and to the general 

vet.  She was put on a diet plan in the winter of 2013; but, because of her allergies, we had to 

switch the food and she regained two pounds from her new low 16.1 pounds.  At 18.1 we were 

advised to clip her hair shorter to reduce the dampness in her feet and to reduce her chewing on 

her paws.  We also found that tracheas were a good diversion.  She soon demanded several a day 

and went from eating all of it to requiring only the freshest with lots of fat. 

At that point, we stepped in. The plan was to run around with Charlie for five minutes, three times 

a day.  We would slowly increase the intensity and the amount of time in the workout.  We had 

friends help coax Charlie out from under the desk into her workout session, but eventually, after 

several days, she caught on.  The tracheas made her lazy and she expected them daily.  It did not 

help her weight or her willingness to move.  Some days, we struggled to even wake her up.  She 

would growl at anyone who tried to get her to exercise.  So we decided to change the plan.   

We tried taking her outside and running her up and down the hill.  Because of recess, we only had 

snack time to do this.  And because Charlie didn't like to run for long periods of time, we ran into 

trouble.  After several different plans, we were sure this wasn't working out.  So we decided we 

should consult Susan about this.  She knew that we were trying our best and giving it a go, but 

Charlie was uncooperative and would need some professional help. 

In conclusion, we not only learned a lot about Charlie, but we learned how hard it is to coax her 

into working out.  The data that we did get was disappointing and showed that she was gaining 

weight and our program was not working.  Research does not always go as planned.  We could 

use our data to suggest that if anyone doesn't want to exercise, it could be just as challenging to 

get them to do so.  

 

PS: At the time of this publication, Charlie has begun swimming with a coach.  Her overall health is 

important to us.  She has little choice but to paddle away once she is released to swim to the 

dock.  Her time and technique are improving!  And when she arrives at the ramp, she seems so 

proud of her accomplishments… just in time for a breath and away she goes again!  You can see 

her first lesson! http://youtu.be/9h2W_VrcNJU 
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Faculty Profile: Elizabeth Manley (goes to the Iditarod) 

For Elizabeth Manley, the most exciting part of a career in 

education is sharing her personal passions with the children 

she teaches and from whom she learns. She and her 

childhood friend, Laura Allaway, initially bonded over a 

shared love of dogs. For Elizabeth, this led to a prior career in 

animal rescue in which she worked with a municipal animal 

control agency to find adoptive homes for dogs and cats in 

need of families of their own. Laura’s career, also rooted in 

her infatuation with canines, took another path, and she now lives and works in Fairbanks, Alaska 

as a dog musher.  

This year, Laura ran the Iditarod, the longest dog sled race in the world, as a rookie. Elizabeth saw 

this as an opportunity to meld her worlds and explore the race, its history, and Laura’s journey 

across the Alaskan wilderness with her literacy group. The children Skyped with Laura and asked 

her questions about her life, her motivation, and of course, her dogs. As the children delved more 

deeply into the unit of study, Elizabeth felt a growing need to see it all for herself. She has always 

been one to hop on a plane for an adventure to just about anywhere, so the choice to head to 

Alaska in the middle of winter to be there for the 

start of the race was an easy one. The children 

created a charming torn-paper portrait collage 

which Elizabeth had printed on a patch to attach 

to Laura’s sled bag. Their art was on display on 

the world’s stage! An Iditarod reporter, Sebastian 

Schnuelle, photographed the collage at the start 

in Fairbanks and asked Elizabeth all kinds of 

questions about Ren School and our children. Of 

course, she delighted in telling him of the magic 

that happens here.  

Once back on lower-48 soil, Elizabeth and the 

children followed Laura’s trek from the race start in Fairbanks to her finish in Nome. They noted 

her time into and out of each of the race’s eighteen checkpoints while writing perspective pieces 

rich with figurative language about their own quests down the Iditarod trail and learning about the 

value of persevering through difficult challenges. One child, in a letter to Laura, wrote, “I liked the 

true story about how you became a musher because it inspires me to do things that I love.”  

Elizabeth earned her BA in English from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and her Master’s 

degree in Teaching from Marylhurst University. Before joining the Renaissance family, she ran the 

volunteer and education programs for a nonprofit animal shelter, traveled the US with her trusty 

canine companion, Piper Jo, and spent thirteen days just south of the Arctic Circle photographing 

the Aurora Borealis and learning how to drive a dog sled. Constantly finding inspiration in the 

great, big world around her, Elizabeth looks forward to creating more exciting experiential 

learning opportunities for all of the children with whom she works. 
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Spring Spruce Up Redux: April 19th, 10-2 

The second annual Spring Spruce Up was rained out, much like last year! Thank you to all or you 

who came out or called. We’ve decided to reschedule for April 19th in the hopes that the weather 

will be kinder. We’ll be sweeping and raking, weeding 

garden beds, trimming ivy, removing blackberries (bring 

gloves!), and generally tidying up the outdoor space. 

Our resident House Elf, Nik, will be present, and we 

encourage you to consider this a family event where all 

folks who are interested and willing to get a little dirty are 

very welcome! Please come dressed in clothing 

appropriate for outdoor work, including gloves. If you 

have them, please bring rakes, spades, or other yard 

tools. Last year was a lot of fun, even though we did get rained on  — dress for an Oregon spring! 

RSVP to Nik at nikattheedge@gmail.com  

 

Travel during the School Year 
Travel is a naturally exciting  way to learn!  It is a fine time to create shared memories and stories, 

to calculate mileage and expenses, use maps, and collect and read brochures.  It may offer 

opportunities to learn a few new words in another language, find a new book, keep a journal, or 

scour a shop for a precious souvenir.  Back at school, we 

enjoy the stories and scrapbooks that often 

result.  During the time your child is away, there is no 

formal second curriculum to tote along. Intelligent and 

engaging travel IS the curriculum, the medium of 

learning.  And when the child returns, we will tuck your 

traveler back into the instruction, with support, to 

participate in a manner and to complete work that suits 

the timing and length of the absence.  We wish you safe 

journey and wonderful adventures! 

 
Welcome Gwyn  
We are thrilled to have found a gem!  Gwyn Gilkeson has joined the Ren 

Family as Administrative Assistant and .... (we are still thinking of a title 

that really fits our image!  Purveyor of Happiness, Queen of Serene, 

...somehow "counselor” doesn't quite catch it).   

Gwyn graduated from the University of Oregon with a BS in Psychology 

and from Lewis and Clark College with a Masters of Education. Her work 

as a school counselor has taken her from a high school in Gresham to 

working with foster youth in Portland.  She brings a warmth and dedication to youngsters and her 

gentle insight has already worked a bit of magic in our own realm.  Gwyn enjoys sharing meals 

with friends and family, exploring the far corners of Oregon, and cuddling with her kitten.  Gwyn 

can be found at our reception desk in the morning.  Welcome! 
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  Events and Notes  
   
 

Charlie Muggins: Guard Dog 
Charlie is very protective of our space and 

our learners. In order to minimize her bark, 

we kindly ask that you not bring dogs 

anywhere on campus. Thanks for your 

understanding. 

 

Renaissance School Contacts 
Absences: email your child’s literacy,  

    numeracy and welcome group teachers 

Community Interest: for events that you want  

    to share with the Ren community you can  

    email here (Cheryl Meehan): 

   communityattheedge@gmail.com 

Billing: Sylvan Zimmerman, Bookkeeper,     

     booksattheedge@gmail.com 

Electives, specialists, Spring Break Hiatus:    

     Adam Heller, Jr. Director,  

     adamattheedge@gmail.com 

Registration, tours, records, general  

    questions: Gwyn Gilkeson, Administrative  

    Assistant, castleattheedge@gmail.com 

Big Concerns and Questions: Susan Dunn  

    and Sally Wells, Directors,  

    susanattheedge@gmail.com   

    sallyattheedge@gmail.com 

Newsletter Ideas, Events, or Volunteering:     

   Jenn Schuberth (Griff and Thomas mom),     

   fundraising@portlandrenschool.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Morning Arrival Time  
Just a reminder that children need to be at 

school by 8:00 am. You are welcome to bring 

them for studio time as early at 7:30 am. 

Dropping children off by 8:00 allows them the 

time they need to set their own exploration 

agendas, check in with friends, and get ready 

to focus before we begin the day in a gentle 

manner that supports community and 

individual learning and well-being. Thank you. 

 

Beanstalk Family Day: April 25th  
Carmen Ripley Wilson 

(Zephir’s mom) is 

having a Family Fun 

Day to celebrate the 

3rd birthday of her 

children’s shop, 

Beanstalk. It will be a 

fun-filled day 

complete with a 

fabulous face painter 

and sparkly tattoo artist, along with a side walk 

sale and raffle prizes. 10% of the day’s 

proceeds will support a local charity.  

Beanstalk has all things, new and resale, for 

kids and families from expectant parents 

through size 10. Beanstalk is located at 3527 

NE 15th Ave. and the party will run from 10am-

6pm. Questions: carmenripley@comcast.net 

 


