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The Ren School Newsletter  
Welcome to the first newsletter of the 2014-2015 school year. 

The aim of the newsletter is to connect parents with Ren 

School events and provide a central place for reminders. The 

newsletter is compiled by parents working with the staff, so 

please let us know what information would be helpful and of 

course, if you’d like to contribute.  We will email the newsletter 

every 6 to 8 weeks, as well as have hard copies at the front 

entrance.  

newsletter@portlandrenschool.org 

The Armadillo Author Arrives 
In October, children’s book author and grandmother to Ezra, 

Ellen Fischer, visited the Ren School. She read her new book, 

“If an Armadillo Went to a Restaurant,” and met with groups of 

children to discuss the writing process and what it was like to 

work with an illustrator. She 

also talked about the editing 

process and amazed at least 

one kid when she told him it 

took almost two years to get 

everything just right with the 

publisher. Seems revision is a 

real world skill. 

In-School Events 

Wed. 12/17 Dress-up Day,      

Mary Poppins at NWCT

 (whole school) 
 

Thur. 12/18, 3-5, Learning  

Celebration (last day of 

school before break) 
 

Other Events 

Wed. 11/5, 6:30-7:30 Travelers’   

Tales (Ireland) Part II 
 

Sat-Sun. 11/8-9, La Na Guelge,  

 Celebration of Irish

 Culture (register at  

website, free to Ren  

children) 
 

Wed. 11/19, 5:30-8  

 All-School RCF  

Meeting  

 (adults only) 
 

Sat. 11/22, 6-9, Family  

Friendly English  

Country Dance Benefit 

for Portland Revels. 

Open to Ren Families, 

$10.  

 

School Closures 
Mon. 11/10       Veterans Day 

Tues. 11/11       Veterans Day 

Thur. 11/27       Thanksgiving 

Fri. 11/28           Thanksgiving 

Dec. 19-Jan. 5  Winter Break    

Tues. Jan 6        Ren Resumes 
 

Have an event/story? 

Contact Jennifer Schuberth 

newsletter@portlandrenschool.org 

Renaissance News 
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All School Meeting 
Once per term, Ren School 

faculty and parents come 

together for a Ren 

Community Forum. For 

those new to the school, 

the RCF is a series of 

meetings designed to 

bring parents and faculty 

together to discuss 

concepts and explore 

questions of interest to our 

school community. They are fun evenings that provide 

opportunities to socialize and learn together. 

Fall RCF: Wed. Nov. 19th, potluck 5:30, meeting 6:15-8. This 

is an adult-only event.  

 
Community Directory 
If you haven't already, please update your directory info by 

logging in under the "Community" tab on the Ren website. 

Questions? Contact Emily Maruna, flippincool@gmail.com 

And thank you Emily and Franz for all things website related. 

Also, please remember to update the office whenever there 

is a change to your contact or emergency information. 

 

Ren School Accreditation 
A Renaissance School is fully accredited through the 

Western Association of Schools and Colleges and recently 

underwent an annual 

review. These 

accreditation visits 

provide an opportunity 

for staff to reflect on 

their pedagogical 

practices, receive 

valuable feedback from 

an outside educator, and set goals for future visits. Ren 

School exceeded the accreditation guidelines and the 

reviewer found the Ren School program so engaging, that 

he arranged to be the reviewer for next year so that he could 

follow our progress and further engage with our faculty as 

we prepare our self-study report for next year.

Outdoor Area Update 

Thanks to the generous giving 

of Ren families in the spring, 

we raised over $18,000 

towards an outdoor 

educational area. We're 

working with Annie Bam 

(pictured), who besides 

having a great last name, is a 

landscape designer and self-

proclaimed plant geek. We'll 

share plans as Annie works 

with the children and staff to 

shape this educational space. 

Fundraising for Ren 

Once you designate the 

Renaissance School of Arts and 

Sciences on the Amazon Smiles 

page, Amazon donates .5% of 

your purchases to Ren School. 

Register at smile.amazon.com 

and make sure you see 

“Supporting: A Renaissance 

School” at the top of the page 

when you shop.  

Ren School will hold its annual 

fundraiser in the spring, but 

giving is always welcome.   

www.renaissanceschoolportland.

org/giving. Questions: 

fundraising@portlandrenschool.org 
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Faculty Perspective 
Faculty Profile  
Leah Wylie (pictured with Anna) is thrilled to be back for a second year at 

Ren School.  This year, she is the teacher for the Butterfly welcome group 

in addition to the content teacher for the Flutterby and Butterfly groups.  

Before joining the Renaissance family, Leah received her Master’s degree in Elementary Education 

from Lewis and Clark Graduate School of Education and Counseling.  One of the many aspects 

that attracted her to this community is the child-driven curriculum.  The design of the school allows 

her to build lessons based on the interests, needs, and strengths of the children.  She believes that 

this approach leads to a more personalized and meaningful academic experience.  Through this 

process, Leah has found herself embracing her own role as a scholar, exploring and learning 

alongside the children.  They motivate her each day to ask more questions and try new things, and 

most recently, inspired her to begin her first crochet piece – a baby blanket for her niece. 

Leah is also an avid runner and spends a great deal of her spare time training for or participating 

in races.  Her next race is the Disneyland half marathon – her favorite distance  in November.

 
Transformation: The Ordinary to the Extraordinary 
by Jen Millan 
Visitors often ask us how our projects transform over time.  This is a 

conversation we often have with children, and one they are easily able to 

share with visitors, parents, and other children.  We consider essential 

questions.  From where do our inspirations arise?  What did we 

envision?  How did our inspirations change?  How did our project transform 

from beginning stages to beautiful display? 

It is a pleasure to take "inspiration walks" around the school, moments to 

observe and learn from children and teachers 

alike.  Leah’s children are working with plants in content.  What a 

transformation  from tiny seed to bean sprout!  Pop-ups in Sylvia and 

Sarah’s area transform paper cups and clay into delightful projects inspired 

by fairytale characters. Amelia’s children have transformed from "new child" 

to confident learner!  The travelers' walking sticks boast barley twist 

carvings, intertwining three strands, representing past, present and 

future.  Autobiographical newspapers lining the walls in Alicia’s room, penny 

timelines created by Meredith’s children, and the growing morphological 

chart on the carpet in my room, all illustrate "Transformation." Each tells a 

story, one of transformation and of growth, encouraging reflection and 

learning.   

Now in her third year at Ren School, Jen is teacher to the Damselflies. She holds a doctorate from 

Portland State University and has a background in elementary education, curriculum and 

instruction, and documentation. 
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Student Perspective 

Salmon Project 

We are working on our "elder project," a multi-layered salmon-rearing venture in collaboration 

with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW).  Our work stems from Tom's passion 

for engineering structures that are eco-sensitive and responsive to river 

life.  Bella joined the partnership because of her growing interest in the 

environment.  Tom made an inquiry to ODFW with the support of Lisa 

(Ortiz). Together, we set up a tank, the incubation center for 500 salmon 

eggs.  This involved de-chlorinating the tap water, hooking up the water 

filter and air stones, and providing a gravel floor on 

which the maturing salmon eggs could rest 

comfortably. The process is rich for record keeping 

and math!  We are charting the thermal units (TUs), 

testing, and adjusting the amount of ice we add 

daily to maintain a relatively constant temperature, 

44-54 degrees Fahrenheit.  At approximately 850 TU the developing eggs 

will begin to hatch.  We have seen the life within the eggs begin to twist and 

develop full spines and eyes.  Once all of the salmon hatch and find a calm 

space to rest, the "alevin" salmon will grow to a size that can survive after their release in a river. It 
is exciting to be a parent to 500 new beings!  by Tom Waterworth and Bella Mounsey 

 

Bella and Tom are final-year scholars. During this last year at Ren School, students are mentored in 

a self-directed project by faculty and outside experts. This particular project focuses on 

stewardship and leadership and was born out of the students’ own 

questions and passions. Older students share their projects with 

younger groups, allowing younger children to see how such an 

endeavor develops. After Tom shared his work with a younger class, 

they wrote and posted blessings for the salmon in the tank, having 

just studied the salmon life cycle in their own groups. Tom also 

updates the whole school with salmon tales during morning meeting 

so the school knows how the eggs are faring. 

Tom and Bella are also part of The Edge. Children who exhibit a consistently high standard of 

decorum and dignity, and who are at least ten years of age, are invited to The Edge. This 

distinguished group of children lead stewardship efforts, are partnered with community adults in 

mentorship and shadowing opportunities outside of school, act as school 

ambassadors and spokespeople, and travel internationally as part of our 

school community. Read more on the Ren website under About.   

Grandma Charlie Hat Day --- Thank You! 
Grandma Charlie, a.k.a. Susan’s mother, once again made each Ren 

student a hand-knitted cap. Styles ranged from bright solids to camo to 

striped explosions. All heads were happy and warm. Thank you!  


